
ACR Guide
ACR Entities

ACR divides information about content in 3 entities:
• CONTENTs: Content is strictly the data defining something, it can be the html of web page, the 

address of a map or the path of a file.
• SLICEs: A Slice is a piece of a web page, it defines in which page a content should be shown, 

where it should appear inside the page and how it should be displayed (for example you can 
decide to show an address as simply the text of the address or as a Google Maps view showing 
the position specified by the address).

• PAGEs: A page is actually a web page, a web page usually will display a group of slices. The 
most important page is the “default” one. Default content will be displayed in each page if the 
page doesn't overwrite the content.

A content and a slice strictly related to each other are usually defined inside ACR as a Node.

Edit Mode

Edit mode is where you can perform changes to the slices and their contents inside a page.

To enter edit mode you just need to perform login with an 'editor' user, the default one is “manager” 
with “managepass” password.



The Edit Bar

During edit mode each slice will have an edit bar visible over the slice itself. 

The edit bar permits to:

• Move the slice before or after the sorrounding slices with the “<” and “>” buttons.

• Remove the slice with the “X” button (it will also delete the content used by the slice if it is the 
only slice using that content)

• Edit the content of the slice and the slice properties by pressing the “edit” button.

By pressing the edit button a lightbox will appear permitting to edit the content used by the slice. If the 
slice is using an HTML view a rich text editor will appear to permit to easily edit the content, otherwise 
a plain text editor will appear to permit to edit the content as specified by its view.

Editing HTML Content

Edit Box for HTML content



Editing NON-HTML Content

Edit Box for non-HTML content (in this case it is a menu)

When editing non-HTML content you will need to refer to the documentation of the used View about 
what the content should be. You can find documentation for all the views at http://labs.axant.it/acr 
inside the “Features” box.

Usually non-HTML views will require an ini-like content, with a syntax like:

[view_name]

option1 = option1_value

option2 = option2_value

http://labs.axant.it/acr


Editing Slices

When editing a slice you can change:

• The Zone: Where the slice will appear (HEADER is the top zone, FOOTER the bottom one, 
LEFTBAR and RIGHTBAR are the zones on the sides and MAIN is the central zone. Usually 
you will put content inside the main zone)

• The View: How the content of the slice should be displayed

• The Order: Changing this values is the same as using the “<” and “>” buttons in edit mode

• The Tags: Usually this is used to create groups of slices, by setting a tag to the slice you will 
say that the slice is member of the group defined by that tag. When displaying a slice of type 
“slicegroup” you will display a group of slices filtered using a common tag.

• The Page: In which page to display the slice

• The Content: Which content to show inside this slice, remember to set a content compatible 
with the selected view.



Creating New Nodes (Slices and Contents)

On the top of the web page when in edit mode you should find a bar with the “CREATE NODE” 
entry. This will permit to create new Nodes (slices with a content) or new pages.

Page: For which page to 
create this node.

Node Name: Which is 
the unique name of the 
node. You always need to 
provide this as ACR 
identified nodes by their 
names.

Zone: In which zone to 
display the node

Tags: Which tags you are 
interested in applying to 
the node slice or to the 
node content.

Tag Slice: Apply selected 
tags to the node slice

Tag Content: Apply 
selected tags to the node 
content.

View: The view to use to 
display the content of the 
node (changing view 
from HTML to 
something else will 
switch the underling 
editor from a rich one to 
a plain text one)

Content Data: This box 
permits to define the 
content to be displayed 
inside the node



Creating New Pages

By flagging “Create a page for node” you will require to create a new page for the new node instead 
of adding the node to an existing page. In this case the meaning of the “Page” field will change

Page: The parent page of 
the page we are creating.

Page Title: The title of 
the page we are going to 
create

Node Name: This will be 
uri of the new page, the 
name of the main slice 
and the name of the 
content of the main slice.

The other fields will keep 
the same meaning that  
they have in the “Create  
Node” case.
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